
Art of Choice brings you a 'no-bullshit' approach to art. We believe in
democratizing the art world, breaking down "art talk," and making art accessible to

all. Enjoy reading!
 
With our bi-monthly newsletter, we give you our Art of Choice: choice of exhibits currently on view,

choice of highlights from fairs and other happenings, choice of original artist interviews, and more.

Each newsletter will highlight our choice from the pulse of the art world, featuring the hottest finds

from artists at every stage in their careers.

Interview
This week we interviewed Wangari Mathenge

Wangari Mathenge uses art as a tool to find connection with space. Originally from Kenya, Mathenge

moved to US for school which started her on her path to pursue art full time. Mathenge paints figures

using bold brushstrokes that exude with emotion on the canvas. Though she draws inspiration from

photographs of herself and loved ones, Mathenge does not wish to represent but rather to explore the

possibilities that arise from the source. Mathenge is currently based in CA but will be moving this fall to

attend The Art Institute of Chicago.
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For our full interview with Mathenge, click here.

https://www.artofchoice.co/wangari-mathenge-analyzes-the-shaping-and-shifting-of-identity/
https://www.artofchoice.co/robin-f-williams-takes-a-layered-approach-in-her-exploration-of-gender-power/


Review
As the month closes out, we recommend catching Julia Rommel at Bureau.



Julia Rommel’s fourth solo exhibition with Bureau, “Candy Jail” presents a continuation of her ongoing

exploration into the exposition of the procedures, tools, and materials that create a painting. The formal

definition of the word process is a series of actions or steps taken in order to achieve a particular end. 

For our full review of Julia Rommel at Bureau, click here.

Upcoming
With two fairs just around the corner, we are getting ready for a busy week in New York

City. Who's going to attend this year's edition of Frieze and the inaugural edition of

Object & Thing?

© Ray Johnson Estate © the artists.

Introducing new collaborations with museum directors, new curated sections and special exhibitions,

Frieze New York 2019 will bring together leading galleries from around the world, showcasing an

extraordinary cross-section of work, from today’s most exciting emerging artists to seminal figures of

the 20th century. This year, two new exhibitions explore virtual reality and the significance of self-taught

artists, and two new sections celebrate Latin American art and New York’s pioneering gallery

https://www.artofchoice.co/in-candy-jail-julie-rommel-continues-to-embrace-paintings-imperfections/


community. In addition, don’t miss talks and events with leading cultural figures, and pop-ups of the

city’s most talked-about restaurants, all in a bespoke structure in Randall's Island Park, May 2-5.

Text via Frieze

For more information visit Frieze.

Object & Thing is a new commercial platform that re-imagines the art and design fair. For the fair's

inaugural edition, Rafael de Cárdenas has brought together 200-object based works under one roof at 99

Scott in Brooklyn, May 3-5.

For more information visit Object & Thing.

We can't wait to share highlights from these fairs with you!

Spotlight On

https://frieze.com/fairs/frieze-new-york/visitor-information
https://frieze.com/fairs/frieze-new-york/visitor-information
https://object-thing.com/


Artists For The Hammer Museum | Preview At UTA Artist Space | April 17-20, 2019

Yesterday, UTA Artist Space opened up their gallery to preview the Hammer Museum's

upcoming auction, Artists for the Hammer Museum, which will be held at Sotheby's

Evening and Day Auctions of Contemporary Art on May 16 & 17 in New York.

Highlights include Barbara Kruger, Jonas Wood, Laura Owens, Kenny Scharf, Mary

Weatherford, Rashid Johnson, Mark Grotjahn, Vija Celmins, Henry Taylor, Jennifer Guidi,

Shio Kusaka, Ed Ruscha, Christina Quarles, Glenn Ligon, and Mark Bradford

(pictured above).

On view through April 20th, daily from 10am-6pm.

Artist
In every newsletter we feature one artist we are crushing on and highlight why we are



such fans of their work. This newsletter features Barbara Kruger.

BARBARA KRUGER
Best known for laying aggressively directive

slogans over black-and-white photographs that

she finds in magazines, Barbara Kruger

developed a visual language that was strongly

influenced by her early work as a graphic

designer (at magazines including House and

Garden, Mademoiselle, and Aperture). Informed

by feminism, Kruger's work critiques

consumerism and desire, and has appeared on

billboards, bus cards, posters and in public

parks, train station platforms, and other public

spaces. She has also created site-specific

installations comprised of video, film, audio, and

projection. Courtesy of Artsy.

Nude of the Week
Art of Choice's feature, Nude of the Week, highlights an artist portraying the naked human
body in a way that is both beautiful and contemporary. This feature also lives on our
Instagram, so be on the look out for your weekly nude! #SendNudes

This week's nude is by Julie Curtiss. 

JULIE CURTISS
New York City, nature, and tropes of femininity

inspire Curtiss’ subversive and wildly

imaginative paintings, sculptures, and gouaches.

Rockaway Beach, Chinatown, East Village hair

salons, and Upper West Side shops are the urban

jungle through which Curtiss prowls for

quotidian scenes, rendering them surreal as she

plays with diametrically opposed forces of

https://www.instagram.com/artofchoice_/?hl=en


attraction and repulsion, humor and darkness,

shadow and light. Her witty visual puns play with

our ideas and expectations about the body,

encouraging exploration of the ambiguity of life

itself and our relation to each other, to nature,

and to our primal instincts. The Chicago

Imagists and Surrealists are immediately

recognizable influences, but internalized by

Curtiss and rendered in a style that is decidedly

and uniquely her own.

Julie Curtiss' solo-show "Wildlife" opens April

25th at Anton Kern Gallery in New York.

Image & text courtesy of Anton Kern Gallery.

If you like what you read, help us spread the love for Art of Choice by letting
your friends know they can subscribe here!
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