
Art of Choice brings you a 'no-bullshit' approach to art. We believe in
democratizing the art world, breaking down "art talk," and making art accessible to

all. Enjoy reading!
 
With our bi-monthly newsletter, we give you our Art of Choice: choice of exhibits currently on view,

choice of highlights from fairs and other happenings, choice of original artist interviews, and more.

Each newsletter will highlight our choice from the pulse of the art world, featuring the hottest finds

from artists at every stage in their careers.

Interview
This week we interviewed Rutene Merk.

Rutene Merk's paintings look and feel like nothing else that has come before her. The German-based

artist uses the centuries-old medium of oil on canvas in a wholly new way to depict abstract figuration.

Her works feel as related to computers and technology as they do spiritual and other-worldly. Having

recently come off a widely successful U.S. solo debut with her exhibition Sprites at Downs & Ross, we

caught up with Merk to discuss her practice and this moment in her career.

 For our full interview with Merk, click here.
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Review
This week we reviewed Touch Knows You Before Language, a group show
currently on view at Lyles & King in New York.



Lyles & King’s latest exhibition, Touch Knows You Before Language, presents a group show featuring

artists Vivian Greven, Erica Madinah, and Lauren Selden. The title of the show originates from Adrienne

Rich’s poem The Images from 1976-1978: “…My hand half-sleeping reaches, finds / some part of you,

touch knows you before language”. This presentation not only exists as a visual feast but begs its

audience to reach out to feel the canvas’ surface. Each of the chosen artists utilizes space and texture in a

way that sparks visual curiosity, setting all other senses ablaze with the burning need to consume fully.



To read our full review of Touch Knows You Before Language, click here.

Spotlight on 3BYFOUR
This is not your parents’ dinner party.

https://www.artofchoice.co/shara-hughes-landscape-paintings-arent-about-nature-at-all/


3BYFOUR is a quarterly, invitation-only event series put on by 3 women - Hannah Minardi of With Seven,

Kitty Schur of The Collective Rising, and Olivia Davis of Art of Choice.

United by their commitment to curation, passion for connection, and knack for cultivating interesting

conversations in unconventional settings, Kitty, Hannah and Olivia set-out to resurrect the outdated

https://www.3byfour.com/
https://www.withseven.com/
http://thecollectiverising.com/
https://www.artofchoice.co/


dinner parties of decades past and bring together today and tomorrow’s leading creative minds,

innovators, activists and entrepreneurs.

All 3BYFOUR events have a closed guest list to ensure a curated group. Attendees will connect with like-

minded individuals and forge relationships that extend far beyond each evening.

3BYFOUR offers a refined, yet fresh take on the outdated supper clubs of decades past.

Artist of Choice
In every newsletter we feature one artist we are crushing on and highlight why we are
such fans of their work. This newsletter features Maria Berrio.

MARIA BERRIO

Using torn bits of ornately patterned Japanese

paper, paint, sequins, and other materials, Maria

Berrio makes intricate collages that evoke

dreams, myths, and fairy tales. Often populated

with female figures, her compositions also

feature animals, flowers, and mythical beings set

within heavily patterned surroundings. Though

her scenes appear otherworldly, Berrio draws

from her own thoughts and experiences as she

crafts each piece. “A lot of my work is

autobiographical…it could be about me, or my

time in the world and how I am feeling or what I

am imagining,” she says. “Of course, it also

relates to other people and other things too, to

imaginary beings, to ecology, to magical realism,

to surrealism too, but at the same time [it] is

always me.”



Nude of the Week
Art of Choice's feature, Nude of the Week, highlights an artist portraying the naked human
body in a way that is both beautiful and contemporary. This feature also lives on our
Instagram, so be on the look out for your weekly nude! #SendNudes

This week's nude is by Louis Fratino.

LOUIS FRATINO

Louis Fratino is a young figurative oil painter

who likes to draw, usually in ink, crayon, and oil

stick. His scale ranges from miniature, done

inside the lid of a cardboard box (3 1/2 by 3 1/2

inches) to very large (8 by 5 feet). He often places

his subjects in a shallow space, where they are

lounging about, nude. The subjects are young

men, and Fratino is attentive to their skin, as

well as their facial and body hair. For him,

drawing and painting are ways of caressing the

body, a sensuality embodied in waxy surfaces

and incised lines.

If you like what you read, help us spread the love for Art of Choice by letting
your friends know they can subscribe here!
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